IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS

FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 99-40100

JOE R STRINCER;, DESI REE H. STRI NCER
Pl aintiffs-Appellants,

ver sus

CENDANT MORTGAGE CORPORATI ON
doi ng busi ness as PHH
Mort gage Servi ces Corporation,
Def endant - Appel | ee.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Texas

Sept enber 27, 2000

Before H GE NBOTHAM and SM TH, Circuit Judges, and DUPLANTIER,
District Judge.

PER CURI AM

On Decenber 22, 1999, we certified the controlling questionin
this case to the Texas Suprene Court. 199 F.3d 190 (5th Gr.
1999). The question certified was:

Under the Texas Constitution, may a hone equity | ender

require the borrower to pay off third-party debt that is

not secured by the honestead wth the proceeds of the

| oan?

The Texas Suprene Court answered the question in the

affirmative in a unaninous opinion filed June 8, 2000, in turn

"District Judge of the Eastern District of Louisiana, sitting
by desi gnati on.



filed with this court on June 12, 2000. The Texas Suprene Court by
order of August 24, 2000, denied a notion for rehearing. That
order was filed in this court on August 28, 2000. The posed
gquestion having been answered by a final decision of the Texas
Suprene Court, the judgnent of the United States District Court

di sm ssing the case i s AFFI RVED.



