IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 00-50458
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
ver sus

CGEORGE CONTRERAS, al so known
as Carl os Corona,

Def endant - Appel | ant.
Appeal fron1{hé On{téd-s{a{eé ﬁsﬂrict Court
for the Western District of Texas
USDC No. P-99-CR-352-1
 May 28, 2001
Before SM TH, BENAVI DES, and DENNI'S, Crcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Ceorge Contreras pleaded guilty to possession of a
control |l ed substance with intent to distribute while reserving
the right to appeal the district court’s denial of his pretrial
nmotion to suppress. He argues that the border patrol agents did
not have specific articulable facts justifying an investigatory
stop and that they unreasonably exceeded the scope of an

i mm gration stop.

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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The agents had reasonabl e suspicion to stop Contreras given
that the vehicle was capable of carrying illegal aliens or drugs,
was not local to the area, and was traveling very near the border
at an unusual tinme on a narrow, W nding road notorious for

smuggling. See United States v. Brignoni-Ponce, 422 U S. 873,

884 (1975); United States v. Zapata-lbarra, 212 F. 3d 877, 881

(5th Gr.), cert. denied, 121 S. C. 412 (2000). The agents were

free to ask Contreras to explain the suspicious circunstances.

Bri gnoni - Ponce, 422 U.S. at 881-82. In light of Contreras’
answers, the agents did not unreasonably expand the scope of the
stop to request consent to search the truck.

Contreras also argues that the district court erred in
refusing to suppress his in-custody statenent as to his true
name. Contreras has not shown that the district court plainly
erred as an individual’s identity is not suppressible. See

United States v. Roque-Villanueva, 175 F.3d 345, 346 (5th G

1999); see also INS v. lLopez-Mendoza, 468 U.S. 1032, 1039 (1984).

The judgnent of the district court is AFFI RVED



