IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 01-40738
Summary Cal endar

ELI JAH W RATCLI FF, Individually and
Elijah W Ratcliff, Executor

Pl ai ntiff-Appellant,
ver sus

POLK COUNTY TI TLE; RONALD P. BOYCE
Exam ner; E. L. MCCLENDQON, JR.,

Def endant s- Appel | ees.
Appeal fron1{hé On{téd-s{a{eé ﬁsﬂrict Court
for the Eastern District of Texas
USDC No. 9:01-CV-64
February 15, 2002
Before JOLLY, DAVIS, and STEWART, G rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Elijah W Ratcliff appeals the district court’s dism ssal of
his conplaint for |ack of subject matter jurisdiction. Ratcliff
argues in a ranbling and concl usional fashion that he has
est abl i shed causes of action under 42 U S.C. 8§ 1981, 1982, 1983,
1985, and 1988. Ratcliff alleges that the appell ants defaned
Katie Ratcliff by publishing a title report indicating that she

di ed i ntestate. He contends that she did not die intestate and

that this representation caused himinjury, including the

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.



No. 01-40738
-2

deprivation of his civil rights. Ratcliff admts that the
probate action is still pending.
Ratcliff has not stated a cause of action for defamation.

See Keys v. Interstate Grcuit, Inc., 468 S.W2d 483, 485 (Tex.

Cv. App. 1971); Tex. ProB. CooE ANN. 88 89, 94. Nor has he
established that his conplaint rests on a cogni zabl e
constitutional violation. Because this appeal is wthout

arguable nerit, it is DISM SSED as frivol ous. See Howard V.

King, 707 F.2d 215, 219-20 (5th Gr. 1983); 5th Gr. R 42.2.



