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USDC No. 02-CVv-3082-B

Before JOLLY, JONES, and SMTH, G rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Theodore Johnson seeks to appeal the district court’s order
closing his lawsuit seeking review of the Secretary of the
Loui si ana Departnment of Social Services’ decision to deny him
tuition assistance without prejudice to his right to reopen
proceedi ngs after his state-court renedi es are exhausted.

This court nust raise, sua sponte, the issue of its own

jurisdiction, if necessary. Mosley v. Cozby, 813 F.2d 659, 660

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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(5th Gr. 1987). A tinely notice of appeal is a nmandatory
precondition to the exercise of appellate jurisdiction.

Nel son v. Foti, 707 F.2d 170, 171 (5th Cr. 1983). Federal Rule

of Appellate Procedure 4(a)(1l) requires that the notice of appeal
inacivil action be filed within 30 days of entry of the
judgnent or order from which appeal is taken.

Johnson did not file his notice of appeal within 30 days of
the entry of the order closing his case. The Cctober 14, 2003,
notice of appeal is tinely only as to the denial of his second
nmotion to reopen. However, Johnson makes no argunent chall engi ng
the denial of his notion to reopen and has thus wai ved the sole

ground for appeal. See Yohey v. Collins, 985 F.2d 222, 224-25

(5th Gr. 1993); Fep. R App. P. 28(a)(9)(A). Consequently, the

appeal is DISM SSED. See Howard v. King, 707 F.2d 215, 219-20

(5th Gir. 1983); 5TH GR R 42.2.
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