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Jesus Lorenzo Montoya appeals his conviction for inportation
of marijuana and possession of marijuana with intent to
distribute. Montoya argues that the evidence fails to show that
he knew that a large quantity of marijuana was hidden in his van.
He contends that the evidence shows only he acted negligently in
agreeing to drive the van across the border, and not that he

know ngly possessed or inported marijuana. He also contends that

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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the trial court erred by instructing the jury on deliberate
i gnor ance.

The trial evidence was sufficient to allow a rational jury
to find that Montoya knew that there was marijuana hi dden under

the fl oor of the van. United States v. Del Aquil a-Reyes, 722

F.2d 155, 157 (5th Gr. 1983); United States v. Cano-Guel, 167

F.3d 900, 905 (5th Gr. 1999). Under the facts of the case, we
find no error in the trial court’s decision to give a deliberate

i gnorance instruction. United States v. Saucedo-Minoz, 307 F.3d

344, 348-49 (5th Gr. 2002).

AFFI RVED.



