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PER CURIAM:*

Eligah Darnell, Jr., Texas state prisoner # 0279245, appeals

the district court’s judgment dismissing with prejudice his

42 U.S.C. § 1983 complaint unless Darnell pays monetary sanctions

of $150.  Darnell argues that he inadvertently erroneously

answered a question in the complaint concerning prior lawsuits

that he had filed.

A district court may sua sponte dismiss an action for

failure to prosecute or to comply with any court order. 
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FED. R. CIV. P. 41(b); McCullough v. Lynaugh, 835 F.2d 1126, 1127

(5th Cir. 1988).  A review of this record and prior suits filed

by Darnell reflect that Darnell engaged in contumacious behavior

warranting the sanctions imposed.  Because it is clear that

Darnell deliberately misled the district court in his response to

the inquiry in the complaint and also continued to do so when

asked to show cause, the district court did not abuse its

discretion in imposing the sanction of dismissal pending payment

of a monetary sanction.  The dismissal is AFFIRMED.

Darnell’s motion for appointment of counsel is DENIED.


