IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 95-30864
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,

Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
JOAN M PALMER

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Mddle District of Louisiana
USDC No. C-94-2519-B

April 5, 1996
Bef ore WENER, PARKER, and DENNIS, G rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Joan M Pal ner argues that she was not conpetent to stand
trial and that the district court erred in failing to hold an
evidentiary hearing to determ ne her conpetency. Palner also
argues that she was denied the effective assistance of trial
counsel

We have considered the briefs of both parties and the

record. The record reflects that Palner had the ability to

under st and the proceedi ng agai nst her and to assist her counsel

Pursuant to Local Rule 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in Local Rule
47.5. 4.
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in presenting a defense. The record does not raise a bona fide
question with respect to Palner's conpetency during the crimnal
proceedi ngs. Thus, the district court did not err in determning
that Pal ner was conpetent to stand trial and in denying her

request for an evidentiary hearing. See United States v.

Faubi on, 19 F. 3d 226, 230 (5th Gr. 1994); Pate v. Robinson, 383

U S. 375, 385 (1966).

Pal ner also failed to denpobnstrate that her trial counse

provided her with ineffective assistance. See Strickland v.
Washi ngton, 466 U.S. 668, 678 (1984).
AFFI RVED.



