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PER CURIAM:*

Joseph Materne appeals his guilty plea convictions on double jeopardy grounds based on a

prior civil forfeiture of drug proceeds found in his possession upon his arrest.  We have reviewed

the record and the district court’s opinion and find no reversible error.  Materne is trying to take

advantage of the attachment of jeopardy in a proceeding where, following proper notice,  no one

timely entered an appearance or contested the forfeiture.  Such an attempt by Materne to

“retroactively. . .bootstrap himself into the civil forfeiture proceeding and. . .its jeopard effects”

will not be tolerated by this Court.  See United States v. Arreola-Ramos, 60 F.3d 188, 190 (5th

Cir. 1995).  Materne’s claims of violations of due process and his right to counsel in connection

with the civil forfeiture proceeding are not properly before this Court on this direct appeal of his
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convictions.  For the foregoing reasons, we affirm the convictions in full.

AFFIRMED.


