IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 97-10636
Conf er ence Cal endar

JAMES ERI C LOFTON,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellant,
vVer sus
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CRIM NAL JUSTI CE ET AL.
Def endant s- Appel | ees.
Appeal fron1{hé On{téd-s{a{e; ﬁsﬂrict Court
for the Northern District of Texas
USDC No. 1:97-CV-93-C
Decenber 10, 1997
Bef ore BARKSDALE, BENAVI DES, and STEWART, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *
Janes Eric Lofton, Texas prisoner # 616132, appeals the
judgnent of the district court in a civil rights action agai nst
the Texas Departnent of Crimnal Justice and several of its

enpl oyees. “This court nust exam ne the basis of its

jurisdiction, onits own notion, if necessary.” Msley v. Cozby,

813 F. 2d 659, 660 (5th Cr. 1987). The tinme limtation for

filing a notice of appeal is jurisdictional, and the |ack of a

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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tinmely notice nmandates dism ssal of the appeal. Robbins v.

Maggi o, 750 F.2d 405, 408 (5th Cr. 1985).

Lofton’s notice of appeal fromthe district court’s May 5,
1997, judgnment was filed in the district court on June 11, 1997.
There is no support for Lofton’s contention that he filed his
notice of appeal in this court on May 12, 1997. Accordingly, the
appeal is DISM SSED for lack of jurisdiction. The notion for
appoi ntment of counsel is DEN ED as unnecessary.
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