UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 97-10704
Summary Cal endar

JAMES ERI C LOFTON,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellant,
ver sus

GARY L. JOHNSON, DI RECTOR, TEXAS DEPARTMENT
OF CRIM NAL JUSTI CE, | NSTI TUTI ONAL DI VI SI ON;
RONNI E CANNON, GARMENT FACTORY, | ND- SUPERVI SOR;
JAI ME QUI NTANI LLA; TERRY H WORDEN, SAMW G
GOMVEZ; ERI C HAM LTON, DARREN D. PORTER;, MARI ANNE
MUNSELLE; JOHN DOE, DEPUTY DI RECTOR,

Def endant s- Appel | ees.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Northern District of Texas
USDC No. 1:96-CV-253-BA

March 6, 1998
Bef ore W ENER, BARKSDALE, and EMLIO M GARZA, G rcuit Judges.

PER CURI AM *

Janes Eric Lofton, Texas prisoner #616132, appeals the
dism ssal of his 42 U S . C § 1983 action. FeD. R App. P. 4(a)(1)
requires that a notice of appeal be filed within 30 days of the
entry of final judgnent in a civil action. O course, a tinely

notice of appeal is a prerequisite to the exercise of jurisdiction

Pursuant to 5TH QR R 47.5, the Court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR R
47.5. 4.



by this court. See, e.g., United States v. Carr, 979 F.2d 51, 55
(5th Cr. 1992); United States v. Mrrifield, 764 F.2d 436, 437
(5th Gr. 1985). Final judgnent was entered in this action on 29
April 1997. Lofton’s notice of appeal was not filed until 23 June
1997. Consequently, because, as conceded by Lofton, his notice of
appeal was not tinely, Lofton’s appeal is DI SMSSED for |ack of
jurisdiction.

Lofton has filed the following notions: for appointnment of
counsel, to expedite the appeal, to file supplenental briefs, to
hold a disciplinary hearing, to obtain the nanme of the appellees’
attorney, and a notion to expedite aruling on his notions. 1In the

light of our dism ssal of his appeal, Lofton’s notions are DEN ED

APPEAL DI SM SSED;, MOTI ONS DEN ED.



