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PER CURIAM:*

Defendant-appellant James A. Norris, Jr. appeals the

district court’s denial of his motion to dismiss his indictment

for perjury pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1623.  The indictment alleged

that, on four separate occasions, Norris lied under oath when he

told the bankruptcy court that he burned United States currency

in the amount of $500,000.  He argues that this prosecution
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violates the Double Jeopardy Clause of the Constitution because

he had already been punished for his alleged misrepresentations

by being imprisoned pursuant to a civil contempt order.

The Double Jeopardy Clause protects against only successive

criminal prosecutions for the same offense.  See Hudson v. United

States, 118 S. Ct. 488, 493 (1997).  Double jeopardy does not bar

Norris’s prosecution for perjury because his imprisonment

pursuant to the civil contempt order did not amount to a criminal

penalty.  See id.; cf. Norris v. Johnson (In re Norris), No. 96-

30146, at 24 (5th Cir. Apr. 11, 1997) (unpublished) (rejecting

Norris’s argument on appeal of the bankruptcy court proceeding

that the civil contempt order was really criminal).

AFFIRMED.


