
     *  Pursuant to 5TH CIR. R. 47.5, the court has determined
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limited circumstances set forth in 5TH CIR.
R. 47.5.4.
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--------------------

August 25, 1999
Before KING, Chief Judge, and DAVIS and SMITH, Circuit Judges.
PER CURIAM:*

Bruce Petty, Texas prisoner # 541160, appeals the district
court’s dismissal of his 42 U.S.C. § 1983 suit as frivolous. 
Petty argues, as he did in the district court, that the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice’s policy of allowing female prison
guards to be present when male prisoners are showering and other
times when male prisoners are naked is cruel and unusual
punishment and violates his constitutional right to privacy.
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The presence of female prison guards for security reasons on
those occasions when male prisoners are naked is not a
constitutional violation.  See Letcher v. Turner, 968 F.2d 508,
510 (5th Cir. 1992).  Petty’s claim lacked an arguable basis in
law, and the district court did not abuse its discretion in
dismissing the complaint as frivolous.  See Siglar v. Hightower,
112 F.3d 191, 193 (5th Cir. 1997). 

AFFIRMED.


