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PER CURIAM:*

Rudolfo Valentino Solis appeals his jury trial conviction for possession with

the intent to distribute approximately 79 pounds of marihuana, contending that the

evidence was insufficient because the government failed to prove beyond a

reasonable doubt that he knowingly possessed the marihuana found in the gas tank

of a truck parked in the garage at his mother’s home.

In evaluating the sufficiency of the evidence, we must consider same in the

light most favorable to the verdict, drawing all reasonable inferences in support of
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that verdict.1  The evidence is sufficient if a rational trier of fact could have found

the essential elements of the crime proven beyond a reasonable doubt.2

A conviction for possession of marihuana with the intent to distribute

requires proof that the defendant (1) knowingly (2) possessed marihuana (3) with

the intent to distribute it.3  When drugs are secreted in the hidden compartment of

a vehicle, guilty knowledge may not be inferred solely from control of the vehicle.4

The government must produce additional “circumstantial evidence that is

suspicious in nature or demonstrates guilty knowledge.”5

Given the evidence adduced at trial, including Solis’s failure to identify the

owner of the truck who then was inside the house, his evasive answers about the

existence of the truck, his denial of gasoline odors or its source, and his resistance

to the use of a canine unit around the truck, suffice for a rational jury to conclude

that Solis knowingly possessed the marihuana hidden in the gas tank of the truck.

Accordingly, his conviction is AFFIRMED.


