IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS

FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 99-11011

PATRI Cl A BI BBS; EZIL BIBBS;
HAMPTON UNI VERSI TY; VANETTA KELSO
Pl aintiffs-Appellants,

ver sus

CITY OF LUBBOCK, TX; ET AL,
Def endant s,

M KE OVERLAND, I ndividually
and in his official capacity,
Def endant - Appel | ee

No. 99-11379

PATRI Cl A BI BBS; EZIL BIBBS;
HAMPTON UNI VERSI TY; VANETTA KELSQO
Pl aintiffs-Appellants,

ver sus

CITY OF LUBBOCK, TEXAS; ET AL,
Def endant s,

CI TY OF LUBBOCK, TEXAS

KEN WALKER, Individually and in his

official capacity as Police Chief;

DAVI D HOUSER, Individually and in his official capacity;

KEI TH JOBE, Individually and in his official capacity;

McNEI LL, Individually and in his official capacity;

OFFI CER HEARRQON, Individually and in his official capacity,
Def endant s- Appel | ees.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court



For the Northern District of Texas
(5:99-CV-193-0

Novenber 28, 2000

Bef ore H GA NBOTHAM and DeMOSS, Circuit Judges, and KENT', District
Judge.

PER CURI AM **

This case arises froman unfortunate i ncident in which menbers
of the Lubbock Police Departnent arrested persons who proved to be
innocent. Wth the benefit of briefs and able oral argunent, we
are persuaded that the judgnent entered bel ow should be affirned
for essentially the reasons stated by the trial court.

W add only the observation that police officers enjoy
qualified imunity fromliability for noney damages. This | egal
protection reflects the fundanental principle that the officers
should not be nulcted in damages for | aw enforcenent decisions a
reasonabl e police officer mght make given the facts as they then
appeared to be — even though later their decision proves to have

been a m stake. Qur recognition of this protection does not inply

t hat we approve of the officers’ decisions. M stakes were nade and
acknow edged.

AFFI RVED.

District Judge of the Southern District of Texas, sitting
by desi gnati on.

Pursuant to 5THCQR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opinion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.
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