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PER CURI AM *

Tony O Neal Johnson appeals his conviction and total 292-
mont h sentence followng a guilty plea for three counts of
possession with intent to distribute at |east five grans of
cocai ne base. Johnson argues that counsel rendered ineffective
assi stance in connection with his guilty plea and sentenci ng,
specifically arguing that counsel 1) failed to discuss with him
the significance of the sentencing enhancenent information filed

by the Governnent prior to the guilty plea, 2) failed to inform

" Pursuant to 5THOR R 47.5, the court has determ ned that
this opi nion should not be published and is not precedent except
under the limted circunstances set forth in 5THCQR R 47.5. 4.
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hi m of the range of punishnment for his offense prior to the
guilty plea, 3) failed to file objections to the presentence
report, and 4) failed to request a downward departure fromthe
Sent enci ng Cui del i nes.

As a general rule, this court declines to review clains of
i neffective assistance of counsel on direct appeal, although we

may do so in exceptional cases. See United States v. Higdon, 832

F.2d 312, 313-14 (5th Gr. 1987). This is not the exceptiona
case. Accordingly, we decline to review Johnson’s ineffective
assistance clains in this direct appeal. The judgnent of the
district court is affirmed wthout prejudice to Johnson’s right
to raise themin a notion to vacate, set aside, or correct
sentence pursuant to 28 U . S.C. § 2255. W express no view on the
merits of such a notion

AFFI RVED.



