IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 98-21159
Conf er ence Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,

Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
JOSE ANGEL AGU RRE,

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Southern District of Texas
USDC No. H 98-CR-241-1

August 24, 1999

Before KING Chief Judge, and DAVIS and SMTH, G rcuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

José Angel Aguirre, pleaded guilty to three-counts of an
i ndi ctment charging himw th conspiracy and know ngly possessi ng
counterfeit inmmgration docunents. Aguirre argues that the
district court was clearly erroneous in failing to award hima
downwar d adj ustnent under the sentencing guidelines because he
was a mnor participant in the offense. Aguirre asserts that he
was sinply a runner in the counterfeit immgration docunent

schene. W review the sentencing court’s determ nation that a

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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defendant did not play a mnor or mnimal role in the offense for

clear error. United States v. Zuniga, 18 F.3d 1254, 1261 (5th

Cr. 1994).

Aguirre’s only argunent is that he is entitled to the m nor-
participant reduction because he had no responsibilities other
than as a runner. The undi sputed facts show that Aguirre was
nmore than a nmere runner who sinply acted as a courier of illicit
goods. He negotiated the deals, gathered information, collected
nmoney, and delivered the goods. The district court did not
clearly err in finding that Aguirre’s role was not m nor

considering the "broad context"” of the offense. See United

States v. Atanda, 60 F.3d 196, 198 (5th Cr. 1995).

AFFI RVED.



