IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 98-41107
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,

Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
vVer sus
HECTOR GABRI EL GONZALEZ,

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Southern District of Texas
USDC No. M 98-CR-195-1

July 23, 1999

Bef ore KING Chief Judge, and H GE NBOTHAM and STEWART, Circuit
Judges.

PER CURI AM *

Hector Gabriel Gonzal ez appeals his sentence after pleading
guilty to possession with intent to distribute cocaine. He
argues that the district court erred in failing to apply the
safety-valve provision of U S. S .G § 5ClL.2. He contends that the
district court erred in finding that he possessed a weapon, i.e,
his vehicle. The district court did not clearly err or m sapply

the guidelines in finding that the safety-val ve provision did not

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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apply to Gonzal ez based on his actions in forcing the trooper’s

vehicle off the road with his vehicle. See United States V.

Morris, 131 F.3d 1136, 1138-39 (5th Gr. 1997).

Gonzal ez argues that the district court erred when it failed
to award hima downward adjustnent for being a mnor participant.
The record indicates that Gonzal ez played an integral role in
transporting the cocaine. He caused an accident wth the
trooper’s vehicle in order to protect the |load vehicle. The
district court did not clearly err in finding that Gonzal ez was
not entitled to a dowmward adj ustnent for mnor participation.

See United States v. Zuniga, 18 F.3d 1254, 1261 (5th Cr. 1994).

AFFI RVED.



