IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 98-41141
Conf er ence Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
ver sus
ANDRES LOPES- FLORI ANO, al so known as Ramro
Garci a- Lopez, also known as Arturo Lopez-Lopez,
al so known as Ni eves Lopez- Sepeda,

Def endant - Appel | ant.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court
for the Southern District of Texas
USDC No. M 98- CR-189-01

Decenber 15, 1999
Before JOLLY, H GE NBOTHAM and BARKSDALE, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM *

Appel  ant, Andres Lopes-Floriano, pleaded guilty to ill egal
reentry into the United States. He was previously deported
followng a conviction for illegally transporting aliens. At
sentencing, the district court increased his base offense | evel
pursuant to U S.S.G 8§ 2L1.2(b)(1)(A), which provides for a
si xteen-level increase in the case of a prior deportation

foll ow ng an aggravated fel ony conviction.

Pursuant to 5THCGR R 47.5, the court has determ ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.
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Lopes contends on appeal, as he did in the district court,
that transporting aliens within the United States does not
constitute an aggravated felony for purposes of the sixteen-|evel
enhancenent. However, our court recently rejected this sane

argunent in United States v. ©Mnjaras-Castaneda, 190 F. 3d 326,

330 (5th Gr. 1999). Accordingly, we AFFIRM the judgnent of the
district court.

AFFI RVED.



