IN THE UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FI FTH Cl RCU T

No. 98-50512
Summary Cal endar

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA,
Pl ai ntiff-Appellee,
ver sus
$10, 158. 00 I N UNI TED STATES CURRENCY,
Def endant ,

CHARLES W ROTHENBACH, ANNA MARI A ROTHENBACH;
JOSEPHI NE LAVWHON,

Def endant s- Appel | ant s.
Appeal fromthe United States District Court

for the Western District of Texas
USDC No. SA-97-CV-1488

January 6, 1999
Before DAVIS, DUHE, and PARKER, Circuit Judges.
PER CURI AM !

Charl es W Rothenbach, Anna Maria Rot henbach, and Josephi ne
Lawhon (the Rot henbachs) appeal the striking of their answers and
nmotions to dismss and the resulting default judgnent in favor of
the United States. The district court acted on a notion fromthe

United States, finding that the Rothenbachs had failed to file a
verified claim as required by 28 US C, Rule (C(6) of the

! Pursuant to 5THGR R 47.5, the court has detern ned
that this opinion should not be published and is not precedent
except under the limted circunstances set forth in 5TH QR
R 47.5. 4.



Suppl enental Rules for Certain Admralty and Maritinme Cainms. The
Rot henbachs al so appeal the district court’s denial of the notion
to set aside the default judgnent.

We have reviewed appellants’ brief and the record, and we
determ ne that the district court did not abuse its discretion in
stri king the answer and anended answer and in granting the default

j udgnent . See United States v. $38,570 U.S. Currency, 950 F.2d

1108 (5th Gr. 1992); United States v. One 1988 Dodge Pi ckup, 959

F.2d 37 (5th Gr. 1992); United States v. One 1978 Pi per Navaj o PA-
31 Aircraft, 748 F.2d 316 (5th Gr. 1984). W al so decide that the

district court’s refusal to grant the Rot henbachs an extension of
time or to set aside the default judgnent was not an abuse of
di scretion when the failure to file a tinmely and correct verified
claimresulted fromcounsel’s |ack of understanding of the |aw of

forfeitures. See Edward H. Bohlin Co., Inc. v. Banning Co., Inc.,

6 F.3d 350, 356-357 (5th Cr. 1993)(notion to set aside dism ssal).

AFF| RMED.



